


USA, Canada and Mexico
18 March 2009 at East Midlands Conference Centre, Nottingham

Programme

09h15	 Registration and refreshments 

10h00	 Welcome and introduction

10h10	 The Obama Effect and the US Economy 
Iwan Morgan, Professor of US Studies, Institute for the Study of 
the Americas, University of London

10h35	 Steps towards entering the American market	
	 Cassie Veatch Muir, Executive Director, British-American 

Business Council in the Midlands

11h00	 Question and answer session

11h10	 Tea/Coffee

11h30	 What does Canada have to offer?
	 Judith St. George, Minister-Counsellor (Commercial-Economic),	

High Commission of Canada, London

11h55	 What is the attraction of the Mexican market?
	 Chris Wall, High Growth Market Specialist for Mexico and Brazil, 

UKTI

12h20	 Question and answer session 

12h30	 Lunch 

13h20	 Workshop Session One
	 A	 USA Case Study: 

Ernest Kochmann, Chairman and CEO, Newson Gale Ltd
	 B	 Cross Cultural Considerations for Business in Mexico:  

Marina Larios, Managing Director, Inova Consultancy
	 C	 Canada Case Study: Dawn French,  

Business Development Manager, Bridle International

14h05	 Workshop Session Two
	 D	 Working with Americans:
			  David Solomons, Chief Executive, CultureSmart!Consulting
	 E	 Developing Business in Mexico: SMEs: 

Stewart Wittering, Managing Director, BDLA
	 F	 Doing Business in Canada:
			  Mark Camilleri, Associate, Fasken Martineau LLP and 

Nancy Apcar, Independent Adviser, Canada-UK Chamber of 
Commerce

14h50	 Closing Remarks

15h00 	 Close

Plenary Speakers

Iwan Morgan is Professor of US Studies, Head of US Programs and 
Director of the United States Presidency Centre at the Institute for the 
Study of the Americas, University of London.
•	 He has written extensively on US budgetary, political and economic 

affairs, including Deficit Government: Taxing and Spending in Modern 
America and The Political Economy of the Public Budget in the Americas. 
His forthcoming book is The Other Red Peril: Presidents and the Budget 
Deficit from Jimmy Carter to George W. Bush and Beyond.

•	 Iwan has made regular media commentaries, particularly for CNN and 
BBC Radio.

Cassie Veatch Muir is the newly appointed Executive Director of the 
British-American Business Council in the Midlands, a business association 
whose goal is to promote trade and investment between the USA and the 
UK.  
•	 She has extensive experience in working with both public and private 

sector organisations.  
•	 Over the past 5 years Cassie has worked for the Chicago Convention and 

Tourism Bureau, managing client services for the centre, trade shows 
and key city accounts. She has also worked in Virginia and Missouri, in 
public relations roles.

Judith St. George is the Minister-Counsellor (Commercial-Economic) at 
the High Commission of Canada in London, with responsibility for trade, 
investment and science and technology.
•	 Judith has served as Trade Commissioner at Canadian missions in: 

Minneapolis, USA; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; and Manila, Philippines. More 
recently she was Consul General at the Canadian Consulate General in 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 

•	 In addition to her overseas assignments, Judith has held a number of 
positions in the civil service including Director of the Trade Commissioner 
Service Renewal Division and Deputy Director of the International Finance 
Division both at the Department of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade, and Senior Auditor at the Department of the Secretary of State. 

Chris Wall is UKTI’s High Growth Market Specialist for Mexico and Brazil.
•	 Chris is a member of the Institute of Export, holds a degree in Latin 

American Studies from Essex University and a postgraduate diploma in 
Management Studies from the University of Teesside.

•	 Chris has supported UK-, European- and USA-based companies in the 
development of the high growth markets in Mexico and Brazil, mentoring 
owners and senior management, and facilitating high level contacts with 
support organisations and target partners in a variety of sectors.


